RESURRECTION

OF THE SOUTH

With a Refutation of Some
Sianders, and Mention of

the Novel, Nicholas
Worth.
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dominant element in the
North. leaving out the
appalling loss of life, 1
am sure they would not.
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T may be doubted if the

= ¥ terrible Jossces we suffer-
a‘-—; ed in the Civil War
~ would equal by one-half |
L,—-l" L those inflicted on us
/ . since that time, in the
By policies pursued by the
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| And some of the ef-|

forts which are yvet be- |

ing made to injure us are ]H“t'lliiﬂl‘l)’%

exasperating  to a proud, sensitive, |

brave people, in that they are offen- |
sive and insulting.

We miay bear with whatever pa- |
tience we can command, and until |
theyv are righted, political, industrial, |
material wrongs, sectional legisiation, |

the building up of one part of the
country at the expense of another,
class legislation, resulting in the for-
mation of great trusts, the creation
of multi-millionaires, trust magnates,
w ho under the forms of law, are

fiaunting their defiance in the face of
the law, strap and despoil the poorer
clusses, the plain people. These inigui-
ties fall not upon us alone, some parts

of the West are suffering quite as
much as we do, and the consumer
evervwhere being the vietim. But
when slanderous and malignant at-
facks are made upon us as a people,
upon our customs, habits, manners,
our intelligenece, our civilization, all
patience is gone, and we feel like
turning and rending our traduc-
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THE FARMER /ND MECHANIC

{ ;
hardship, the transfer of human stock

(negraes, )

the flogging, etc., exist in |

the Southern States just as badly as |

]

in Mexico.'

; Not fifty years ageo. but
right now,

To one who was horn in
the South, and has lived here all his
dayvs, whose fathers were slave own-
€rs. who himself remembers something
-:Er' the “system,” but never in his
life has seen a negro “flogged.” such

| Ypecial

rural schools in every community. with |
| over two thousand

.

downright, diabolical 1lying (pardon
the rough._ but pure Saxon, nothing
else fits.) is unthinkably nauseating.

Ard vet we may well suppose that this
stupid, but wicked, fals=<hood ac-
cepted by thousands in the soul-af-
finitied Norfh, whe believe every thing,

is

| Carolina for 1960,

but thiat God exists and this is his |
world.
Now and again, some Southerner

escapes across the border, ar we he-

L 2in to hear of “intellectual emancipa-

tion already giving me great jov.”
raw, rural society where (in the
South) there was a suppression of |

thought.” I take these extracts from

“"Nicholas Worth, being the autobiog-

raphy of a Seutherner,”
rublished in book form,
pearing serially
cerver,
Nicholas Worth, it is understood, is
Mr. Walter H. Page, the able and ac-
editor of the World's
Work, himself a North Carolinian
(bhy hirth,) and one with whom | am

but now ap-
in the Charlotte

heretofore |

| Breat as the
Ob-

1
|

f1z€, somewhere between seven hun-
dred and one thousand school dis-

iricts, in which the people have voted |

themscives, | the author and a

schoeol taxes on
rural libraries, and
the_ crowning glory of it all is, that
u:h!]ﬂ the negro pavs only about one-
sfixteenth of the taxes, taking my own
country as being representative in this
respect, his children get their fair per
capita distribution of all school tax
funds raised.

~ Our material advancement has bheen
little short of marvelous. The total
Valuation of all property in North
in round numbers,
Was three hundred million of dollars.
In 19808 it was five hundred and sev-

enty-six millions. or an increase of
aearly 100 per cent. in eight vears
And it is so all over the South, as

will appear from thz following, which
| auote from a recent issue of the
Manufacturers” Record: “In the past
nine yvears the assessed vilue of prop-
erty in the South has risen to $9.560.-
600,000, an amount three times
ussessed value of 1880,
more than twice as great as 1880, and

eighty per cent greater than 1900.7
The figures are convincing. and dis-
" prove the statement that the South
h_us been in a condition of stagna-
tion, s

We have indeed arisen from the
ashes of defeat and disaster, and we

|

glad to have a slight acquaintance in |

the years gone by. T have read tue
book, which is hightly laudatory of the
Northern people, giving littie praise to
ithe South, and this, when given, he-
ing with a vou-sweet-but-sillv-thing
tone, which is little sLort of contempt-

uous. Nicholas thinks the (ivil War
| was a costly and most fearful blun-
der. So now we all thin. He is
greatly distressed that the Confeder-
ate generals, colonels, majors, cap-
tains, lieutenants, (but mainly the
generals and colonels) claimed and
iook all the best civil offices in the
vears immediately following the war.

|
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Nat all of the Northern newspapers |

and periodicals are unkind
truthful in the delineation of our life,

a% for instance, the New York Sun
w1 Harper's Weekly recentiy have
bod appreciative and kind articles
st us and the burdens we must
cuarry. but far too many of them yet,
«n every occasion, and when there is
vo oceasion, strike at us viperously.

As sumples of the work done by these

calumniators. we shall give only two
chaoice bits of reflection, served by
public caterers to a false and de-
praved appetite, the one sample now
« bttle stale. the other steaming hot
from the ecaldron of ignorance and
Elr e,

A Northern writer in the American
edition of the Encyciopaedia Britan-
nica has this to sav: “In this world
ol letters, at least, the Southern States

have chone by a reflected light, nor
i« 1t too much to say that mainly by
their connection withh the North, the

¢‘arolinas have been saved from sink-

and un- |

l

1
1
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|

ing to the level of Mexico and the
Antilles.”” Wicked mendacity could
gu no further. Southern literature

1iis not been exploited, if 1 may here

‘
1
}
[
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| ple

| remained
And we have improved, to the point |

God bless the dear old fellows, we
had nothing else to give them to show
our appreciation of their sacrifices and

|

sufferings. Besides, the same qgual-
ities which made them lead in war,
would most naturally bring them to'!

the front in civil life.

We diare say that many of the con-
ditions then existingz, and some of
which Nicholas describes, were not
healthtul, but the difference bhetween
him and some of the others of us.
was this: He saw, disapproved, and
went away, to criticize and condemn.
Some of us also saw, disapproved, but
to work for improvement.

that Mr. Page's thrusts will not hurt
s as once they could and did.

The South, and North (Carolina es-
pecially. is resurgent. We are rising,
materially, socially, oducationally, po-
litically, intellectually. There is no “in-
tellectual emancipation” permitted to
Nicholas Worth in New York, which
today he could not have in North €Car-
olina: and if part of this emancipa-
tion be to deny the inspiration of the

Holy Seriptures. as would seem to be

the case, Nicholag can come back and

iave this too—his enjovment of it
here. or elsewhere, or hereafter, be-
ing another matter. Nor is there

“suppression of thought' in our “‘rural
society.,”’ except as to those things
about which God-fearing, decent peo-
ought not to think, do not wish

{ to think.

[t mizht be added that nowhere,
in this State. could there be found ig-
norance o “‘raw’’ as that of the *“cul-

wi

'tured” Boston lady. visited by Nicho-

las, who “"didn’t know that poor coun-
try people in the South had churches
of their own. or religion of any Kkind.”

' These same “‘poor country people” are

Letter informed about the churches in
her country, even to that of Joseph
Smith. the Mormen, and others which

mizght be mentioned, did space per-
pmit.
The rapld accumulation of wealth

1<p this word, as has been the North-
ern. there has been no wide publica-
tion and general circnlation of it un-
til within recent years, but that we |
bave a literature, much of it distine-
tive. and some the very best of its
hind. no well informed man of letters
will denyv. A handsome “library” of it,
in fifteen large volumes, ten now bhe-
ine out. of which our own Dr. Edwin
A. Alderman and Joel Chandler Har-
ri<. {the lamented “Uncle Pemus')
re the editors-in-chief, has come from
the press. 1 am the proud owner of |
4 sct of these books. which [ value
awuyv and bevond anything that has
sppeared on American literature.

it we “‘shine by a reflected light.”
What Northern “light” was ‘reflect-
ed”’ Ly Poe, lanier, Hayne, Simms,
Vi |‘ 1. Joel Chandler Harris, by that |
auitnt genins l.afcadio Hearn, who,
while born in Greece, did some of his |

he st work when living in New Orlsans,
hat light was cast back by John
Audubon., and by those emi-
scientists, IeConte and Maury?
From what Northern sources do
Thomas Nelson Page, George W.
(ubie. and dozens of other writers of
fiction, whose names will readily oc-
«ur to the reader draw their inspira-
tion? Mark Twain, I helieve, was
somew hat Southern, and during the
formative period of bhis  life, was
thrown into c¢lose contact with our
people.  Whence came his “light?”

As 1o the charge that “mainly by
th:ir connection with the North,
Carolinas have been saved from sink-
ing ihe level of Mexico and the
Antilies,”” we would answer that our
connection with that section, not with
the people the masses, but with their
leaders, from Thad Stevens down to
Nelson W. Aldrich and Joseph G. Can-

T W
Jamnes

i1t

non, has been a fierce slirugegle to
Keep them from sinking us to the
Yevel, tfirst peolitically and socially of
the West Indian mestizo, and latterly,
industrially, to that of the Mexican
Poan,

Quite recently T have come across
ghiu savory morceau in (the January
issue) of the American
from a correspondent, without a waord
«f denial, correction, or explanation
from the editor or publisher of thut
periodical: "“All  the tyranny, the

ldence.

Cadd

 ful
the !

in the hands of the favored few, while
the musses are imapoverished. usually
accompanies, if it does not cause, the
suppression of thought, but communi-
ties in which there is a fair divison
«f the returns of labor are, ordinar-
ilv. those communities in which there
" the greatest intellectual indepen-
Concrete examples: In North
Carolina we have few, if any, million-
aires: the people are prosperous and
evervy man votes as he pleases, In
Pennsylvania where multi-millionaires
abound many thousands of the people
are very, very poor, and they vote
as the bosses order.

If to general material prosperity you
the democratization of knowl-
edge., you have the ideal common-
wealth. A few facts and figures to
<chow that we have been fairly success.
in bringing about a combination
of these happy conditions, and I am
done,

About
for Harvard, 1

is

Mr. Page left us
if there was a

the time
doubt

 doliar in our State Treasury available

for public schools. The fathers, whom

' he so unmercifully ridicules, had made

| through

provision for thig, carrving a large
fund. set apart for this especial work,
all the throes of Civil War,
to have it stolen during the reconstruc-

' tion period by a gang of plunderers,

'many of whom were from the land of |

|

| even more
Magazine, |

“intellectual emancipation.”

For the school year 1906-7 (it is
now) we raised by taxa-
tion, and expended on the free schools

of the State, $2.862.217.79. There
are normal, industrial and training
| schools. for both sexes and races,

graded schools in every town of any

{ charge,

|

shall rize still higher and higher. but,
in doing so, may we be Kkept from
holding up our fathers to the scorn
and derisiecn of a worid not half «o
good as they were, with all their
faults.,

We realize that we must press for-
ward until the best that is to b+ had
in ¢ivic developmen! is ours, but we
shall always love to think of ‘‘the ten-
der grace of a day that is dead,” of
the unaffected simpliecity of our old
home life the generous hospitality ac-
corded the stranger who came within
our gates, the chivalrous
shown to our womanhood, and of that
superb courage which,
days falling between 60 and 65, caused
the Southern armies, with more than
Balaklavan disregard for conse-
quUences, to charge, and again (o
agdainst a mighty host, gath-
ered from all lands, till, at last. “the
thin-grey-line,”” worn out by its ewn
cxertions. disappeared, leaving only a
sad but zlorious memory.—N. A. Mece-
l.ean in Maxton Scottish Chief.

CEEILLIF

MEREDITH'S FATHER.
Original of “The Great Mel. " —Inci-
dents in Novelist's Liife.

(Pall Mall Gazette.)

George Meredith used some of his
family history for literary purposes in
a way that has not been generally rec-
ngnized. His lather, Augustus Mere-
dith. was a4 Portsmouth naval outfitter,
and is probably identical with the
Meredith of “Peter Simple."”” The fa-
ther of the outtitter was Melchisedec
Meredith, a man, apparently, of *“in-
dependent means.”’ Melchisedec’s
grandson, when he came to write
“Evan Harrington, oar He Would Be a
(lentleman,” c¢onjoined his grandfa-

ther's baptismal name with his fa
ther’'s business, and there was Mr.
Melchisedec Harrington, ‘“‘the great

Mel."” who in the first half dozen lines
of the first chapter is "'struck off the
list of living tailors.”

“The Great Mel,” it will be remem-
bered, was, “despite his calling.,”” a
weltome guest in good county society.
He had. “when threats of invasion
started up the military fire of us isl-
anders,” obtained by & remarkable
favor a lieutenancy of militia dra-
goons. Augustus Meredith was, in-
deed, not so favored: but in the course
of a visit he paid to Bath, the story
goes, he was taken for and accepted
as a foreign count in disguise. Simi-
larly, “the great Mel'’ narrates how
he himself was in the habit of going
to Bath for the season and how the
hotel people gave out that he was a
marquis, and how he tecok upon him-
self to act the part, "with some suc-
cess and considerable gratification.”
George Meredith had lived so long
that his parentage was mostly forgot,
and even in 1861 no one seems to
have recognized the origin of “the
great Mel”

Those who knew Mr. Meredith's fa-
ther testify te his courtly air and aris:
tocratic appearance. He was tall and
dark, most persuasive in tengue and
magnificent in manner. He and his

| second wife emigrated to South Afri-

¢a and were well known residents in
Cape Town in the early halfl of the lasc
century. The pair subsequently sit-
tled in Southsea, and the novelist. in
his vouth, was devoid of the solace
of a parental home. George's step-
mother from the very first was ex-
tremely proud of him. and in Cape
Town spoke to her friends constantly
of his great gifts. _

Some little known facts in the nov-
elist's life are conneécted with the up-
bringing of his first child. Deserted
by his wife and lert with a baby in
ita first infancy, the young
plunced himself in comparative soli-
tude. Tle found the society of wo-
men for some time unbearably painfu!
to him. and, refusing to have a nurse
in the house, is said to have bestowed
the care of his child upon a boy fif-
teen years old. This lad reared the
little one with gentleness and solici-

tude. remaining in Mr. Meredith's
service for some years. It is an in-
teresting parallel with the somber

background of “Richard

author |

b

| bitterness

Qr-rninatt‘d by the hero's father. that
inveterate woman hater, Sir Austin.
3ut the mood passed off in the case of
2Congd marriags
stored his faith in womanhood.
his writings exhibit the reverse of
in his feelings toward

re
rhlt
@l
Wile

i men is evidence at once of the sound-

as |

deference |

in the fateful |

{the

ness of his judgment and the depth of
his emotions.

'here was a parailel, by the was
for the discussion roused by the .
fusal of the dean of \\'!‘F!ﬂl‘.'TE.‘-‘{t‘r Ab-
bey to admit the novelist's rs mains tn

¥

inlr\"n:-'n: there. Mr. Meredith's name
1s linked with that of Herbert Spen-
| €T and both are spoken of as vie-
ums of “regrettable narrow-minded-
ness.” In this connection one muay re-
c;?il the fact that when T ‘I-‘.lint
died a4 proposal for an Abbey burial

was immediately set on foot and Spen.
cer urzed Huxley to ald the memorial-
iIfts. Huxlev however had too much
COmMMon Ssense far and he
expresscd himself in a breezy fashion
tthat must have cleared many
cobwebs from the philoso-
pher's brain.

this conrse

AWAN
syrnthetic

, . "However much I may lament the
| crIrcumstance.” he wrote, “\Westmin-
| ster Abbey is o Christian church and
ja pantheon and the dean thereol is
;(ifﬁ"iitPl}' a4 ("hristian priest. and we
iask him to bestow exceptional (“hris-

tion honors by his burial in the Abhbey.

| George Eliot is known not only as a
:gr_eut writer, hut as a per=son whose
{ life and opinions were in notorious

!anlzignnism Lo (Christian practice in re-
| gard to marriage and Christian theory
{in regard to dogma. How am [ to
1ts.-]! the dean that | think he ought to
read over the body of a perzon who
did net repent of what the church
considers mortal sin a4 service not one
solitary proposition in  which she
would have accepted for truth wlhijle
she was alive?™

This
but it
burials
when

Was
sets

nearly thirty vears
out the line for A)
which worth remembering
any great man dies.

JACKSON'S FAMOUS

1 &0
b

is
GEN. DUEITL

Wanted Col. Avery 1o “do Without
Dinner Until the Business is Done.”’

Ex-Judge A. ¢'. Avery. of Morgan-
ton, has in his posses:ion the chal-
lenge to a duel which Andrew Jack-

son wrote and sent to Judge Avery's
grandfather, Colonel Waightstill Avery

in 1788, It reads as follows:

“When a man's feelings and char-
ecter” (General Jackson was not
“well-up.” it would seem. in ortho-

graphy) “are injured he ought tu =eek
a speedy redress; you rec’d a few
lines from me vesterday and undoubt-
edly you understand me. My <har-
acter you have injured: and lurther
you have insulted me in the presence
of a ecourt and a large audience. [
therefor call upon you as a zentleman
to give me satisfaction for the same.
I iurther call upon you to Zive me an
answer immediately without Kguiveo-
cation and 1 hope that you can o
without dinner until the husiness is
done; for it is consistant with the
character of a gentleman whe he
injuries a man to make speed repar-
ation, therefor 1 hope that you will
not fail in meeting me this day from
yr Hbl St

Xrs

ANDW
evening

JACKSON.
“P. & This alter
adjourned.”

(‘olonel Avery was
Attornev-General of North (‘arolina
and practiced law in Mecklienbury
county, Rowan, and in the new coqqniy

court 1s

elected the first

of Burke, which was established in
1777. It is in this county that many
of his descendants have continued U
reside.

He and Jackson Kknew each other
well and the trouble that led to the
duel came about when In g lawsuit
Avery the opposing counsel of Jark-
son ridiculed the position taken nHyv
the latter who had preceded him In
the argzument. Jackson became of-
fended, consequently the challenge.

“C‘olonel Avery was brought up a
Puritan, he was graduated at Prince-
ton with hizh honors in 1766 and re-
mained there a year as a tutor, under
the celebrated Jonathan BEdwards, an.d

Dr. Witherspoen who
the Declaration Indepen-
dence. (oloenel Avery was a Presby-
terian and was opposed on principle
to duelling, but yielded to the cus-
tom of time, accepted challenge, and

famous

signed of

!
!

| BEQn
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|
|
|
|
|
|
{

| sOm,
Feverel,”” ' Dumb

'of Kentucky as his second

he was not
'anel Avery walked up to Jackson and

went to the field with Ceolonel Adair
After the
preliminaries he allowed Jack-
shoct at him, but he did not
the fire. Having shown that
afraid to be shot at Col-

usual
10
return

muacH
father
very

delivered a lecture to him. very
after the same manner that a

would lecture a son. He wauas
calm and trlked to the bhrave young
man in a dispassionate and high-
toned way which was listened to with

great attention by the s:cond of both
parties who agreed that the trouhie
must end at this point, and =o %hen

and there a reconciliation was effected

between these two brave mnen.
“(olonel Avery took the chalienge
home and filed it.”

[ Thouzh finger-worn and time-
stained it is eastly deciphered I saw
it only a few days ago in the home
of Colonel Avery's distinguished zrand
Judge Averyv.—Editor Deaf arnid
Magazine. |
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